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little world, I was still cherished at home under
the maternal wing of my aunt; and my re-
moval from Westminster long preceded the ap-
proach of manhood.

The violence and variety of my complaints,
which had excused my frequent absence from
Westminster School, at length engaged Mrs,
Porten, with the advice of physicians, to con-
duct me to Bath: at the end of the Michaelmas
vacation (1750) she quitted me with reluctance,
and I remained several months under the care of
a trusty maid-servant. A strange nervous affec-
tion, which alternately contracted my legs, and
produced, without any visible symptoms, the most
excruciating pain, was ineffectually opposed by the
various methods of bathing rind pumping. From
Bath 1 was transported to Winchester, to the
house of a physician; and after the failure of his
medical skill, we had again recourse to the virtues
of the Bath waters. During the intervals of these
fits I moved with my father to JJuriton and Put-
ney; and a short unsuccessful trial was attempted
to renew my attendance at Westminster School.
But my infirmities could not be reconciled with
the hours and discipline of a public seminary;
and instead of a domestic tutor, who might have
watched the favourable moments, and gently ad-
vanced the progress of my learning, my father
was too easily content with such occasional teach-
ers as the different places of my residence could